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Editor's letter

Tax-free expat money coupled with low interest rates continue to push
the Sydney prestige market to new heiphis, while Melbourme is energising
itseli with a string of high-price sales.

With the market in flux and Sydney prestige agents, particularly in
the eastern suburhs, working 12-hour days 1o satisfy vendors and buyers,
developers and reallors are now questioning when this extraondinary
roaring boom will end.

Economist Dr Andrew Wilson says Sydney and Melbourne home values
are merely catching up with prices of three years ago, given thar COVID
had suppressed values.

“The Sydney market has the extra leg-up with the expats,” Dr Wilson
concedes “We saw that last week with the sale of 2 320 million penthouse
unit in Bondi. There is bie money coming ot of Svdney at the moment.”

In a major scoop for this issue, we feature international desipner
Kit Kemp freely sharing her design ideas for Australian homes, while our
WIHET SUE v SHE08 fives S 5 100K IASIIE e FChmand pentnouss
apartment of Chyka Keebawph, of The Real Housewives of Mefbowrae
fame, in all its colouriul glory.

Ekewhere, we look at Brishane's prestige property market. Emily Pettafor
reveals the unigue islands on offer in Queensland's Whitsundays. and ouwr
international real estate correspondent Dolly Lenz tells us all about the value
and importance of home gyms.

We hope you enjoy this issue.

Liza Allen
Editor
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Sharing her passion for bold,
creative design, Kit Kemp has
filled her latest book with
divine inspiration

A hot pink cushion with crange sigrag triey: a towering, bold-
patterned bedhead: and a quirky collection of 70 bowling shoes
purchased from eBay over a year - that's what the star of British
imterior design, Kit Kemp, is all aboat.

And she's set to share her treasure chest of design tips in her
new book Design Secrets, to be relessed in May.

It's packed with advice on how to create a room that
Invigorates the senses, a stalrease that invites you to linger on
each step. and an entrance hall that's a place to dream. Her tips
will help transform the humdrum into the memorable and
magical with a good dose of quirky.

Kemp and her husband, Tim. are co-founders of the boutique
Firmdale Hotels In London and New Yook, and ploneers of
Fuxury hotel design and service. Her distinctive “lock at me”
decor featres a kaleldoscope of ghorious colours, bold patterns
and textures that evoke wonder. “T befieve the hest rooms never
want us to beave” she says, “There is a certain something that
captures the imagination and stays with us forever

“T walk into some rooms that are beautiful but they are
imstantly forgettable when you keave. That's why 1 love using
cobour, callectioms and special pieces to spice up people’s lives.”

As for the latest design trends, Kemp., with her eagle eve for
detail, says it’s all about colour. T think people are becoming
braver with colour, and 1 know Auvstralians are always
ltlwnllmlu\ aml Tove the use of colour and ane much bolder
than 1s,” she cays. Cushions are the answer, add coloor and
make bold statements, but don't be boring — add a tam, an
applicqué, splash the colour and mix up the fabrics. “1f vou have
your eye on expensive fabric, use it for ene side of the cushion
with a contrast,” Kemp says

Chversized hedheads with press-studs are striking signature
pieces in her hotel rooms. 1 like 3 big beadboard, as it shews off
the fabric desipn on a flat surface and vou can build the decor
arvund that " she says. She Joves wing handmade and decorated
statement pieces, inchuding wall hangings, paintings and
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specialty items. “The thoughtfilness and character of a lovingly
maie ohject i worth a million times more than an accessory
that has no meaning or soul” ghe says

Mayhe you will be inspired Lo gather your souvenir spoons
into a quirky collection framed on a wall, or turn that op shop
Jjacket bought decades ago into 3 curtain trim. “You can build
rooms around one small piece of stunning fabric or a spadial
thing you tressure,” says Kemp, who heads a team of eight
at her Kemp Design Stodio in London

She hopes her book will plant a creative seed, encowrage a
new way of booking at interiors and inspire confidence to be
“fabulously different”. “1 think everyone is looking for fresh
ibexs, especially with lockdowns, and there are simple things
that don’t cost 3 fortune b change the look of 2 room,” she says.
“Penple are alsa looking for some prandsose Louches and there's
alot of creativity around at the moment.”

Mever afraid to shiy away from the conventional, Kemp uses
dots, spols, stripes, migrags and applique that sit happily with

Norals, geometrics and checks in the brightest of shades. turning
drab into remarkable. She is all about detailed whimsical
storytelling. At times i’s 2 little like stepping into a firytale as
she works her magic, often with founsd fabric from another life
and everyday objects grouped topether in edactic collections.

S0 was |\|.mj1 an |nq|us|1m' ChIHl who sat sketching for

brmhers.’shesays. 1 a bit of 2 tomboy and didn’t do much
sitting arownd draw Neither did she inherit her love of
interior design from her family. “They were of the philosophy
that if you her the last time hing was decorated
it doesn't need redaoing.”

Kemp is the creative director of Firmdade Hotels. while Tim
i the property developer. They have three adult dasghters and
four develed Cavalier l\mg {Tharles spaniels. They opmed
Dorset Square Hoted in 1985, and now have eight hotels in
London and two in New York Each is distinctive Kemp
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creates a “village™ feel using prompts from  surrounding
neighbourhoods. “You shoubd feel a sense of arrival and know
‘where you areor there should be something that resonates with a
particular area.” she says.

As for those bowling shoes. they feature at the Croc Bowling
Albzy at Ham Yard Hotel in London.

As well a5 new builds, the Kemps love breathing fife into
dilapidated areas, as with their latest venture, the Warren Street
Hotel in Mew York's Tribeca district. The fermer car park will
feature 70 bedrooms scross 11 sories, with a restaurant and bar.

Last Movember Kemp opened a shop in New York's Berpdorf
Goodman store, featuring one-off pieces. She's also had fun
developing a lighting collection for Porta Romana, including the
Rodking Robin, inspired by Alexander Calder's mobile designs.
She has collaborated with Wedgwood, Wilton Carpets, Andrew
Martin, Anthropologie, Christopher Farr, Chelsea Textiles and
Fine Cell Work to created collections of tableware. furniture,
fabrics, wallpaper and fragrance.

Her love of artisan work features in her book's chapter “Meet
the Maker”, which delves into the creative minds of retired sailor
turned woolworker Colin Millington, renowned ceramicist
Martha Freud, sustainsble fashion designer Clio Peppiatt and
Bgurative painter Joe Fan.

So, is an Awstralizn Firmdale Hotel on the cards? “1 would
love to see 3 Firmdale HMeI in Australia one day and | am open
1o sugpestions.” Kemp s

Describing 2030 = Lhaliam' 2", she believes that when the
world reopens people will travel less but stay lenger in one place.

As for the greatest compliment she could receive, it's when a
guedt picks up a bespoke piece or found object and asks, “Where
dlid this come from? or “What is this™ Imagination heightened,
senses awakened and dreams trigpered - Kemp has achieved
whal she set out to do.

Kit Kemp's Design Secrets is out May 5. Hardie Grant, $49.00
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DESIGN SECRETS

In her hoak Design Secrets, Kit Kemp
reveals how she lurns drab remarkabic
with the dever use of dols, stripes and
zigzaps thal happily mix [Raral,
peometrics and checks
and bodd colours
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